
  
# INPUT - OUTPUT = IMPLODE 

# OUTPUT - INPUT = EMPTY 

# INPUT + OUTPUT = GROWTH 
 
hungry hippo christians 
 
 
One of Chic-Fil-A’s goals is to CREATE RAVING FANS that: 
 
    * Gladly pay full price. 
    * Come back often. 
    * Tell others about Chic-Fil-A. 
 
While thinking about innovation I ran across an article by Marissa Mayer, 
Google's Vice-President of Search Products and User Experiences who shares 
some rules that give one of the most innovative companies anywhere it's 
edge in a Fast Company post, 9 Principles of Innovation.  
 
   1. INNOVATION, NOT INSTANT PERFECTION. 
   2. IDEAS COME FROM EVERYWHERE. 
   3. A LICENSE TO PURSUE YOUR DREAMS. 
   4. MORPH PROJECTS DON'T KILL THEM. 
   5. SHARE AS MUCH INFORMATION AS YOU CAN. 
   6. USERS, USERS, USERS. 
   7. DATA IS APOLITICAL. 
   8. CREATIVITY LOVES CONSTRAINTS. 
   9. YOU'RE BRILLIANT? WE'RE HIRING. 
 
 

"I simply argue that the cross should be raised at the center of the 
marketplace as well as on the steeple of the church. I am recovering 
the claim that Jesus was not crucified in a cathedral between two 
candles, but on a cross between two thieves; on the town's garbage 
heap; at a crossroad so cosmopolitan that they had to write His title 
in Hebrew and Latin and Greek ... at the kind of place where cynics 
talk smut, and thieves curse, and soldiers gamble. Because that is 
where He died. And that is what He died for. And that is what He 
died about. That is where church-men ought to be and what church-
men ought to be about." – George Macleod, founder of the Iona 
Community in Scotland 
 
Dragons on the old map.  They didn’t know what was there, so they assumed the worst. 
 
 
1. Men are NOT mind readers. 



 
1. Learn to work the toilet seat. You're a big girl. If it's up, put it down. We need it up, you need it down. You 
don't hear us complaining about you leaving it down. 
 
1. Shopping is NOT a sport. And no, we are never going to think of it that way. 
 
1. Crying is blackmail. 
 
1. Ask for what you want. Let us be clear on this one: Subtle hints do not work! Strong hints do not work! 
Obvious hints do not work! Just say it! 
 
1. Yes and No are perfectly acceptable answers to almost every question. 
 
1. Come to us with a problem only if you want help solving it. That's what we do. Sympathy is what your 
girlfriends are for. 
 
1. A headache that lasts for 17 months is a Problem. See a doctor. 
 
1. Anything we said 6 months ago is inadmissible in an argument. In fact, all comments become null and void 
after 7 Days. 
 
1. If you won't dress like the Victoria 'S SECRET GIRLS, don't Expect us to act like soap opera guys. 
 
1. If you think you're fat, you probably are. Don't ask us. 
 
1. If something we said can be interpreted two ways and one of them makes you sad or angry, then we meant 
the other one. 
 
1. Whenever possible, Please say whatever you have to say during commercials. 
 
1. Christopher Columbus did NOT need directions and neither do we. 
 
1. If we ask what is wrong and you say 'nothing,' We will act like nothing's wrong. We know you are lying, but it 
is just not worth the hassle, besides we know you will bring it up again later. 
 
1. If you ask a question you don't want an answer to, Expect an answer you don't want to hear. 
 
1. Don't ask us what we're thinking about unless you are prepared to discuss such topics as baseball, the 
shotgun formation, or golf. 
 
1. You have enough clothes. 
 
1. I am in shape. Round IS A SHAPE! 
 
Iced Venti Whole Milk Organic 3 Pump Vanilla 2 Pump Cinnamon Dolce Extra 
Hot with Foam and Whipped Cream Upside Down Stirred Latte 
 
13 shot venti soy hazelnut vanilla cinnamon white mocha with extra white 
mocha and caramel. Total Cost: $13.76 (with tax). 
 
Focal Point by Brian Tracy is a great book about being productive and 
accomplishing the objectives you set out to complete. Brian's time 
management stuff in this book is great and the insight he gives into goal 
setting is worth the price of the book. 
 
Here's a few of my favorite quotes: 



  

 
- “You are no longer rewarded for the hours you put in, but what you put 
into those hours.” 
- “Personal responsibility is the preeminent trait of leadership.” 
- “Half of the average person’s working time is simply wasted.” 
- “People who value themselves allocate their time carefully.” 
- “Perform more and more tasks of higher value and delegate, delay, 
outsource, and eliminate tasks of lower value.” 
- “Errant assumptions are at the root of most failures.” 
- “For a goal to effective in guiding behavior, it must be specific and 
measurable. 
- “...It is the quality of time at work and the quantity of time at home that 
matters. 
- “Your life only gets better when you get better.” 
 
Rule 1 : Life is not fair - get used to it! 
 
Rule 2 : The world won't care about your self-esteem. The world will expect 
you to accomplish something BEFORE you feel good about yourself. 
 
Rule 3 : You will NOT make $60,000 a year right out of high school. You 
won't be a vice-president with a car phone until you earn both. 
 
Rule 4 : If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss. 
 
Rule 5 : Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your 
Grandparents had a different word for burger flipping: they called it 
opportunity. 
 
Rule 6 : If you mess up, it's not your parents' fault, so don't whine about your 
mistakes, learn from them. 
 
Rule 7 : Before you were born, your parents weren't as boring as they are 
now. They got that way from paying your bills, cleaning your clothes and 
listening to you talk about how cool you thought you were. So before you sa 
ve the rain forest from the parasites of your parent's generation, try 
delousing the closet in your own room. 
 
Rule 8 : Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life 
HAS NOT. In some schools, they have abolished failing grades and they'll give 
you as MANY TIMES as you want to get the right answer. This doesn't bear 
the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real life. 
 



Rule 9 : Life is not divided into semesters. You don't get summers off and 
very few employers are interested in helping you FIND YOURSELF. Do that on 
your own time. 
 
Rule 10: Television is NOT real life. In real life people actually 
have to leave the coffee shop and go to jobs. 
 
Rule 11: Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up working for one. 
 
 
How to Know You’re Not Leading, from Jon Ferfuson’s blog: 
 
* You wait for someone to tell you what to do rather than taking the initiative 
yourselfBlindleading_4 
    * You spend too much time talking about how things should be different 
    * You blame the context, surroundings, or other people for your current 
situation 
    * You choose not to speak the truth in love 
    * You are more concerned about being cool or accepted than doing the 
right thing 
    * You seek consensus, rather than casting vision for a preferable future 
    * You aren't taking any significant risks 
    * You accept status quo as the way it's always been and always will be 
    * You start protecting your reputation instead of opening yourself up to 
opposition 
    * You sleep a little too sound 
    * You procrastinate to avoid making a tough call 
    * You talk to others about the problem rather than taking it to the person 
responsible 
    * You don't feel like your butt is on the line for anything significant 
    * You think what you say doesn't matter 
    * You ask for way too many opinions before taking action 
 
For the last 17 years, every picture that has won the oscar for best picture 
has also been nominated for best editor.  Behind the scenes. 
 
 
in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, dated 12/25/2007, “Scholar: Church with key 
Christmas role targeted pagans”, C section. Short version: After Constantine 
became a believer in 313 a.d. at the Council of Nicea the date was set for the 
celebration of the birth of Christ on Dec 25 to coincide with the dates of the 
celebration of the sun god. But it seems there was an ulterior motive. The first church 
building in Rome was the Basilica of St. Anastasia just a year after the Council of 
Nicea. The building was built near the site of the celebration of the birth of Rome and 
those who worshipped Romulus and Remus. The reason: targeting pagans for 
salvation. The archaeologist is studying other sites to determine if more churches 



  

were built around pagan sites. According to this source Christmas was determined 
not to battle pagans but to reach pagans. It seems that the seeker idea is much older 
than Saddleback and Willow Creek! 
 
 
 
I love Christmas movies. The kind you watched as a child and through the years at the holidays. Maybe each Thanksgiving 
evening, after the feast, football games and nap, you’d crowd the family in to grandma’s living room with a bowl of popcorn 
and watch the classics on t.v. These movies made you laugh, cry, you knew every scene and line. They touched 
something deep down inside. I wonder why? 
 
I see five themes running through these classics… 
 
Christmas Movie Theme #1 – Ordinary Person Tackles Extraordinary Mission. 
 
“The Santa Clause”, “Home Alone“ Think about it. We love those types of movies because we can identify with them – just 
an average day, an average Joe, going about his business, when all of a sudden – BOOM! He accidentally kills Santa 
Claus and has to fill Ole Saint Nick’s shoes – literally. 
 
Christmas Movie Theme #2 – “Disillusioned Soul Has Their Faith Rekindled.” 
 
“Miracle On 34th Street”, “A Charlie Brown Christmas”, “It’s a Wonderful Life“ Ok, “hanky alert”. Some holiday classics just 
grab your heart. Take a hard-working single mom, adorable little kids, a pudgy angel, a good-hearted guy that’s lost his 
sense of purpose in life – we’re ready for some water works! But you know by the end of the movie that the Spirit of the 
season will revive them. 
 
Christmas Movie Theme #3 – “Hardened heart is transformed by a miraculous event” 
 
“How The Grinch Stole Christmas“, “A Christmas Carol“,”Elf“ Who-ville and humbug! Christmas just seems to be the 
medicine to thaw the cold heart of grinchs and stingy bankers alike. It may be predictable, but we’re all cheering for the 
heart-transplant to take place. 
 
Christmas Movie Theme #4 – “Seeker yearns for the ultimate gift that will bring happiness” 
 
“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation“, “A Christmas Story“ Are you finished with your Christmas shopping? Have you 
even started it yet? What gift would make YOU happy this Christmas? Do you ever get what you want? Do you ever want 
what you get? Like children with our faces pressed against the store window, we’re ALL seeking something. As I said 
earlier, these movies touch something down deep. I wonder why? Are they just sentimental? Do they simply take us back 
to fond memories? Or is there something that strikes deeper? 
 
Why do these stories ring true? Because they are true. They are shadows of the real Christmas Story, and our hearts know 
it. 
 
Unlikely Santas, red-nosed reindeers, feisty home-defending boys appear on the screen, but they are shadows of the first 
“ordinary people that were swept in to an extraordinary Christmas mission”. A teenaged couple, minding their own 
business, planning a wedding, suddenly thrust in to the hinge of history. The stories are filled with “disillusioned souls in 
need of a rekindling”. But they point back to an old couple, a good woman who had longed for a child but never had one. 
Her life would’ve closed with her sadness – but a shocking announcement from an angel filled her with a miracle child. And 
her faith blazed to life as she learned about the miracle child her teen aged cousin was carrying. 
 
Life can make a heart hardened. Years without love, disappointment, pain – shields come up and the lights go out. Maybe 
like those in the first Story. Shepherds. Men who had a hard life, a hard job. Living away from town, away from community. 
Tough guys. But not so tough that a blast of angelic light couldn’t strike fear, then curiosity. They just HAD to go see what 
they had been told. 
 And the seekers. That elusive, perfect gift. The one that assures happiness, that makes our dreams come true? These 
astronomers actually found it. But they never would have, had they never left home. They paid the price, went the distance, 
gave all so they could find everything. 
 
We watch them on screen, we see their shadows leading back to the Christmas characters. But they also reach out to each 
of us. 
Where do YOU find yourself in the Story? WHO are you? 
 
An ordinary person, living life, following your own plan? Did you know the God of Christmas wants to invade your life with a 
spectacular mission? Are you ready to accept it? 
 



The disillusioned soul. What’s brought you to this point? Why has the flame gone out? Why did you loose faith? What is 
your disappointment with life - with God? 
 
A hardened heart. Its been a tough year, hasn’t it? You never dreamed he or she would leave. You didn’t plan on the 
downturn in the career, the portfolio, the health report. You’re hurt, angry, cold. Is there any hope? 
 
What are you seeking? What would make you happy? You’ve been running hard after every rainbow, every brass ring. Has 
it satisfied you? Is happiness always just out of reach? What if there was something – Someone – that would make the 
quest worthwhile? 
 
They came down different roads. They were drawn here to experience the true story of Christmas, not just to watch it on a 
screen, but to enter the story themselves. To have their lives transformed forever. They HAD to walk through the stable 
door. Beyond it they would find salvation. The door is still open. Plenty of room for the ordinary, the disillusioned, the 
hardened, the seeker. Plenty of room… FOR YOU. Do you need to walk through this door? 
 
Oh yes, wait. One more theme that runs through Christmas movies – 
 
Christmas Movie Theme #5 - “Supernatural Being saves the day”.  And I will give you a hint.  It ain’t Santa. 
 
“There are many of us that are willing to do great things for the Lord, but few of us are willing 
to do little things.” - Dwight L. Moody 
 
 
I caught the tail end of the 60 Minutes' piece on Tom Brady.  At the very end of the 
interview, he made a comment that raised my eyebrows... 
 
    “Why do I have three Super Bowl rings and still think there's something greater out 
there for me? I mean, maybe a lot of people would say, ʻHey man, this is what is.ʼ I 
reached my goal, my dream, my life. Me, I think, ʻGod, it's got to be more than this.ʼ I 
mean this isn't, this can't be what it's all cracked up to be.”  
 
The reporter asked him if he had any answers.  Brady's response: 
 
    “I wish I knew. I wish I knew...I love playing football and I love being quarterback 
for this team. But at the same time, I think there are a lot of other parts about me that 
Iʼm trying to find."  
 
Here's a guy who is on his way to shattering every single season record there is for a 
quarterback in the NFL, is the field general of what go down as the greatest NFL 
team of all time, already has 3 Super Bowl victories, dates whoever he wants, wears 
whatever he wants, has a contract worth $60 million, etc. and he admits that 
sometimes he looks at his life and wonders, "Is this all there is?" 
 
 
I recently read about a dentist who caters to children who redesigned his office for "short" 
people by lowering the receptionist area so the receptionist was at eye level with the kids 
who entered, who gave away a free bike to every child who came back with a home care 
Report Card completely filled out, who called each child at home the night of their treatment 
and who gave each child an 8" x 10" autographed glossy photograph of the three of them 
from that day (the child, the dentist  and the dental assistant)! Based on your experience 
with dentists, don't you think that every family that left that office remarked to other people 
about their experience? Absolutely! Why? Because it was different and unexpected. 



  
 
God is NOT glorified when our biggest accomplishments are a 3% increase in the yearly budget, 
some new choir robes and repainting the restrooms.  He is glorified when a church is willing to say, 
“God, whatever You want – whenever You want it – just let us know and we will go, no matter how 
crazy or unsafe the idea may seem—weʼre in!” - Perry 
 
 
* 58% of the U.S. adult population never reads another book after high school. 
* 42% of college graduates never read another book. 
* 80% of U.S. families did not buy or read a book last year. 
* 57% of new books are not read to completion. Most readers do not get past page 18 in a book they 
have purchased. 
* Each day, people in the US spend four hours watching TV, three hours listening to the radio and 14 
minutes reading magazines. 
* It is estimated that people spend as much as 80% of their non-working, non-sleeping time in front 
of a screen - TV or computer. 
 
Balance beam…itʼs hard to walk, life is dangerous…so many people just sit down and kneel down 
and hold on (home school my kids and make them wear helmets, stay out of the sun) 
 
The following is the philosophy of Charles Schultz, the creator of the "Peanuts" comic strip. You don't 
have to actually answer the questions. 
 
1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world. 
2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners. 
3. Name the last five winners of the Miss America. 
4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize. 
5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best actor and actress. 
6. Name the last decade's worth of World Series winners. 
 
How did you do? The point is, none of us remember the headliners of yesterday. These are no 
second-rate achievers. They are the best in their fields. But the applause dies. Awards tarnish. 
Achievements are forgotten. Accolades and certificates are buried with their owners. 
 
Here's another quiz. See how you do on this one: 
 
1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school. 
2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time. 
3. Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile. 
4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special. 
5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with. 
 
Easier? The lesson: The people who make a difference in your life are not the ones with the most 
credentials, the most money, or the most awards. They are the ones that care the most. 
 
Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity, and I'm not sure about the former 
- Albert Einstein 
 
Hershey originally had a caramel company.  At a fair, he noticed kids licking the chocolate off the 
caramel and throwing away the remains.  He declared that caramel was a fad, but chocolate was a 
trend. Sold the caramel company and started Hersheyʼs. 
 
Excuses are the cradle...that Satan rocks men off to sleep in. - D. L. Moody 



 
“For a pastor to be a success he must have the faith of Abraham, the nerve of Nehemiah, the 
devotion of David, The passion of Peter, the grit and grace of Paul the hide of a rhinoceros.” 
 
from ananova.com…A Bosnian couple are getting divorced after finding out they had been secretly 
chatting each other up online under fake names. Sana Klaric, 27, and husband Adnan, 32, from 
Zenica, poured out their hearts to each other over their marriage troubles, and both felt they had 
found their real soul mate. The couple met on an online chat forum while he was at work and she in 
an internet cafe, and started chatting under the names Sweetie and Prince of Joy. They eventually 
decided to meet up - but there was no happy ending when they realised what had happened. Now 
they are both filing for divorce - with each accusing the other of being unfaithful. Sana said: “I thought 
I had found the love of my life. The way this Prince of Joy spoke to me, the things he wrote, the 
tenderness in every expression was something I had never had in my marriage.  :It was amazing, we 
seemed to be stuck in the same kind of miserable marriages - and how right that turned out to be. 
“We arranged to meet outside a shop and both of us would be carrying a single rose so we would 
know the other. “When I saw my husband there with the rose and it dawned on me what had 
happened I was shattered. I felt so betrayed. I was so angry.” Adnan said: “I was so happy to have 
found a woman who finally understood me. Then it turned out that I hadnʼt found anyone new at all. 
“To be honest I still find it hard to believe that the person, Sweetie, who wrote such wonderful things 
to me on the internet, is actually the same woman I married and who has not said a nice word to me 
for years.” 
 
When your memories exceed your dreams - the end is near. 
 
“The next generation product almost never comes from the previous generation. Act early, develop a 
totally new product and give the product a new name.” 
 
 “To reach people who havenʼt been reached we will need to do things that others arenʼt doing”. 
 
The worst thing you can do as a Christian is to try and put Jesus first in your life.  I know it sounds 
good, and Lord knows, Iʼve said it plenty: Put Jesus first, your family second, your job third… But itʼs 
a flawed paradigm. 
 
Jesus doesnʼt want to be first on your list.  He doesnʼt need your shout out. 
Heʼs not content to be first in your life. He insists on being the center of your life. 
 
Putting Jesus first in my life means I kind of segregate Him from my other priorities. Making Him the 
center of my life means I integrate Him into every priority. 
 
Itʼs not Jesus, then my family, then my job… Itʼs Jesus: in my family, in my job… 
 
Itʼs not Jesus, then anything…Itʼs Jesus in everything! 
 
"Once you've established the goals you want and the price you're willing to pay, you can ignore the 
minor hurts, the opponent's pressure, and the temporary setbacks." - Vince Lombardi 
 
The Bible is very easy to understand. But we Christians are a bunch of scheming swindlers. We 
pretend to be unable to understand it because we know very well that the minute we understand it 
we are obliged to act accordingly. - Soren Kierkegaard 
 
"I don't know if you're a tennis fan, but this past Sunday's achievement by Roger Federer at the US 
Open ought to WOW you. It was his 10th STRAIGHT grand slam final (no one else has even come 
close to that). Federer It was his 12th grand slam title in total (putting him at number two on the all-



  
time list, with no end in sight). Because he won the US Open series, he won an extra million dollars 
for winning the US Open as well (for a total two week take home pay of $2.4 million dollars--not 
bad!). And it was his fourth straight US Open win--as well as the fourth time he's won both 
Wimbledon and the US Open back to back (again, something no one else in the history of tennis has 
ever done).   Quite simply, he's the best. 
 
"But what most of us don't see is all the work he does in secret. For example, after winning 
Wimbledon each year, he goes down to Dubai--so he can practice in the HEAT. He calls up 
organizations like the USTA and asks for them to send him a few young men he can practice with--in 
Dubai. For hours, he'll be out on the court. The young men will rotate in and out because of the heat, 
but Roger stays out on the court the whole time, hitting against "fresh blood," young up and coming 
players who have lots of energy and speed--hour after hour. 
 
"All you and I see is Federer on center court at Arthur Ashe stadium winning match after match, 
where he looks so calm in the midst of 100 degree days and intense pressure. However, for Roger 
Federer, those moments of greatness have all been formed in secret, when he's been willing to push 
himself harder and farther than his competitors have--out on the practice courts...." 
 
Communicate what matters, not whatʼs new. 
 
* Growth is inconvenient.  If you want convenience, don't ask for growth.  The status quo and ease 
get rocked in the wake of growth. 
    * Growth is a pathway to great opportunities and heavier personal responsibility. As one of my 
business mentors always says, "If it was easy, everyone would be doing it."  It isn't easy but, it has a 
great pay day.  In the Church, the pay day is eternal. 
    * Growth mandates that we mature.  If a 2 year old pitches a fit in the cereal aisle it is different 
than if a 21 year old does. 
    * Growth means that we learn that discretion is the better part of valor. You can't fight and die on 
every hill and over every issue you see.  If growth is to last and fruit is to remain, you have to 
concede that some battles aren't worth dying for. 
    * Growth means more bills. Have just 1 child.  You'll see what I'm talking about. 
    * Growth means responsibility.  My familial growth has required me to moderate my driving habits.  
My responsibility for my family trumps what was permissible in the past. 
 
Figure out your one thing and do it with ruthless abandon, for there is no satisfaction from 
succeeding at something you shouldnʼt be doing in the first place.”~~David Foster 
 
#10 Love people with they least expect it and least deserve 
#9 Stop living as if the purpose of life is to arrive safely at death 
#8 The church ought to be the most creative place on the planet 
#7 The healthiest, happiest and holiest people on the planet are the people who laugh at themselves 
the most 
#6 Irrelevance is irreverence 
#5 Criticize by creating--Michelangelo 
#4 Live as if today is the first day and last day of your life--Fredrick Buechner 
#3 The greatest freedom is having nothing to prove 
#2 There are ways of doing church that no one has thought of yet 
#1 Don't let what's wrong with you keep you from worshipping what's right with God 
#11 Your best thought about God on your best day falls 13.2 billion light-years short of how great 
and how good God really is! 
#13 God wants you to get where God wants you to go more than you want to get where God wants 
you to go! 
#14 The greatest message deserves the greatest marketing 



#15 Go after a dream that is destined to fail without divine intervention 
 
Growing up your dad is the big influence in your life and dad loved baseball, didnʼt make us play 
baseball, he just showed us how much he loved it and Billy and I picked up on it. – Cal Ripkin 
 

 
 
Balloons suspend Kent Couch in a lawn chair as he floats in the skies near Bend, Ore., on his way to 
Idaho. Flying a total of 193 miles, Couch carried a global positioning system device, a two-way radio, 
a digital camcorder and a cell phone. He also had instruments to measure his altitude and speed and 
plastic bags of water to act as a ballast. 
 
* Last year, Americans spent $15 billion on bottled water -- more than we spent on movie tickets or 
iPods. This year that is expected to be $16 billion. 
* Water is basically free, and for now more or less abundant in most of the U.S. 
* Buying bottled water is essentially buying convenience. 
* 24% of the bottled water Americans buy is repackaged tap water created by Coke and Pepsi. 
* Americans drink more bottled water than milk, or coffee, or beer. 
* Americans went through about 50 billion plastic water bottles last year, 167 for each person. 
* Americans throw 38 billion water bottles a year into landfills. (Over $1 billion worth of plastic which 
could have been recycled -- only 1/4 of all the bottles are recycled by consumers). 
* It's easier for most Americans to get as much drinking water from Fiji as they want, than it is for 
over half the people of Fiji, where the water is bottled yet safe drinking water for the local population 
is scarce. 
* If the water we use at home were to cost what even the cheapest bottled water costs, our monthly 
water bills would run $9,000. (Point is: we pay a lot for what is available for almost nothing.) 
* Most of the world's bottled water is dominated by four companies: Pepsi, Coke, Danone, and 
Nestle. 
* Within a decade, American consumption of bottled water is expected to surpass soda. Maybe that's 
a good thing for health reasons. But is it good stewardship? 
* One out of six people in the world does not have a safe, dependable source of drinking water. 
That's a billion people. 
* Each day, 3,000 children die from diseases caught from tainted water. 
 
And before we argue about the cleanliness of tap water, check out this paragraph: "We buy bottled 
water because we think it's healthy. Which it is, of course: Every 12-year-old who buys a bottle of 
water from a vending machine instead of a 16-ounce Coke is inarguably making a healthier choice. 
But bottled water isn't healthier, or safer, than tap water. Indeed, while the United States is the single 
biggest consumer in the world's $50 billion bottled-water market, it is the only one of the top four--the 
others are Brazil, China, and Mexico--that has universally reliable tap water. Tap water in this 
country, with rare exceptions, is impressively safe." 
 
And this line: "If you bought and drank a bottle of Evian, you could refill that bottle once a day for 10 
years, 5 months, and 21 days with San Francisco tap water before that water would cost $1.35." 



  
 
We help every person at Granger do five things: 
 
1. We want everyone to have friends who follow Christ and be a Christian friend. We launch new 
groups for new people every month. 
2. We want everyone to serve at least once a month. We offer an easy “first serve opportunity” – 
called 2nd Saturday – to help everyone get involved. 
3. We want people to read their Bibles on a regular basis. Every weekend message is accompanied 
by a daily devotional guide that helps people consider the scriptures each day. 
4. We want every person to invest in the lives of others and invite them to church. We make every 
weekend a safe place for newcomers to the experience a dangerous message…that just might 
change their lives. 
5. We want everyone to worship God. We constantly reiterate the value of doing the next right thing. 
We teach everyone to take their next step toward Christ…together. 
 
"I think children are very scared of this stuff even if they havenʼt experienced it, and I think the way to 
meet that is head-on. I absolutely believe, as a writer and as a parent, that the solution is not to 
pretend things donʼt happen but to examine them in a loving, safe way." – JK Rowling, on including 
deaths in Harry Potter Book 7. 
 
'First they ignore you, then they ridicule you, then they fight you, then you win,'" - Ghandi 
 
I believe that the greatest threat to success for many leaders is not a lack of knowledge but a lack of 
doing.  Think about all of the books you have read, the classes you have taken, and the scriptures 
you have studied. Consider every life lesson you have learned up to date. Now ask yourself - how 
often do you actually do what you know is best? 
 
He told me they're now pitching Domino's Pizza based out of Michigan. To woo their business, they 
sent Domino's a sweet package full of goodies and a video iPod that showcases their portfolio. But 
listen to this... because they know the execs at Domino's will check out their website... they put up 
only one page that boldly states "We Love Domino's Pizza." They sacrificed their own image for the 
sake of the client they want most. I love that kind of incarnation. How could our church websites do 
this to reach our communities? 
 
Here's what most retailers do: 
They organize by brand/designer or label 
Within that, they organize by type of item 
and within that, by style 
and finally, by size 
 
So, all the Armani blue suits are next to each other, then by size. So, all the boxer shorts at the Gap 
are on a wall, organized by style first (checks over here, stripes over there,) then by size. So, all the 
power tools at Home Depot are together, sometimes by brand, sometimes by function (saw) and 
then by type of material to be cut (wood). 
 
This is dumb, and the web makes it obvious why it's dumb. It's dumb because it makes it easier for 
the clerk, not for the customer. And dumb because it plays to the label's ego, not to ours.  Does 
anyone say, "okay, even though my son wears size large boxers, these striped ones are really nice, 
I'll buy the small instead." Of course not. 
 
June 2/3 “Freed” (Romans 8:1-8) 
June 9/10 “Empowered” (Romans 8:9-13) 



June 16/17 “Adopted” (Romans 8:14-17) 
June 23/24 “Transformed” (Romans 8:18-30) 
July 7/8 “Loved” (Romans 8:31-39) 
 
* Leaders can't be recruited from the platform. We have to challenge them one-on-one. 
* Leaders won't be fulfilled performing tasks. We need to give them responsibility. 
* Leaders don't follow doers. We need to make sure they're connected to another strong leader. 
* Leaders don't want to be micromanaged. We have to eliminate the tendency to control the process 
and, instead, hold people accountable for the outcomes. 
* Leaders won't commit to ambiguity. We need to offer a clear vision. (And, it better be big.) 
* Leaders don't just show up. We have to be intentional about leadership development. 
 
People over 25 should be dead. According to todayʼs regulators and bureaucrats, those of us who 
were kids in the 40ʼs, 50ʼs, 60ʼs, or even maybe the early 70ʼs probably shouldnʼt have survived. 
 
Our baby cribs were covered with bright colored lead-based paint. We had no childproof lids on 
medicine bottles, doors or cabinets, and when we rode our bikes, we had no helmets. (Not to 
mention the risks we took hitchhiking.) 
 
As children, we would ride in cars with no seat belts or air bags. 
 
Riding in the back of a pickup truck on a warm day was always a special treat. We drank water from 
the garden hose and not from a bottle. 
We ate cupcakes, bread and butter, and drank soda pop with sugar in it, but we were never 
overweight because we were always outside playing. We shared one soft drink with four friends, 
from one bottle, and no one actually died from this. 
 
We would spend hours building our go-carts out of scraps and then rode down the hill, only to find 
out we forgot the brakes. After running into the bushes a few times, we learned to solve the problem. 
 
We would leave home in the morning and play all day, as long as we were back when the 
streetlights came on. No one was able to reach us all day. No cell phones. Unthinkable! We did not 
have Play stations, Nintendo 64, X-Boxes, no video games at all, no 99 channels on cable, video 
tape movies, surround sound, personal cell phones, personal computers, or Internet chat rooms. 
 
We had friends! We went outside and found them. We played dodge ball, and sometimes, the ball 
would really hurt. We fell out of trees, got cut and broke bones and teeth, and there were 
no lawsuits from these accidents. They were accidents. No one was to blame but us. Remember 
accidents? 
 
We had fights and punched each other and got black and blue and learned to get over it. We made 
up games with sticks and tennis balls and ate worms, and although we were told it would happen, 
we did not put out very many eyes, nor did the worms live inside us forever. 
 
We rode bikes or walked to a friendʼs home and knocked on the door, or rang the bell or just walked 
in and talked to them. 
 
Little League had tryouts and not everyone made the team. Those who didnʼt had to learn to deal 
with disappointment. Some students werenʼt as smart as others, so they failed a grade and 
were held back to repeat the same grade. Tests were not adjusted for any reason. 
 
Our actions were our own. Consequences were expected. The idea of a parent bailing us out if we 
broke a law was unheard of. They actually sided with the law. Imagine that! 



  
 
This generation has produced some of the best risk-takers and problem solvers and inventors, ever. 
The past 50 years have been an explosion of innovation and new ideas. We had freedom, failure, 
success and responsibility, and we learned how to deal with it all. And youʼre one of them! Kind of 
makes you want to run through the house with scissors? 
 
3,000 were added to the 120 disciples  ~ Acts 2:37-41 
"The Lord added daily" - Acts 2:42 
"The number came to be about 5,000" ~ Acts 4:2 
"Believers were increasingly added" ~ Acts 5:12-14 
"The number of disciples was multiplying" ~ Acts 5:42-6:1 
"The number of disciples multiplied" ~ Acts 6:7 
"Churches were multiplied" ~ Acts 8:1-4 
"A great number believed" ~ Acts 11:20-21 
"A great many people were added to the Lord" ~ Acts 11:24 
"As many as had been appointed, believed" ~ Acts 13:48 
"Made many disciples" ~ Acts 14:21-23 
"Churches increased in number" ~ Acts 16:5 
"Many [Corinthians] believed" ~ Acts 18:8 
"All who dwelt in Asia heard the Word" ~ Acts 19:10 
"Tens of thousands" ~ Acts 21:20 
 
It is easy to slip into what some call the "Christian bubble."  Christians who speak Christianese, drink 
coffee at the Christian coffee house, read Christian books, and only surround themselves with 
Christian people.  It is often, but sadly true that the longer we are Christians, the smaller our sphere 
of relationships with unbelievers gets - unless we are missional Christ-followers.  To be a missional 
Christ-follower simply means we are intentional, strategic, and purposeful about how we spend our 
time (which is our life) and who we foster relationship with as we live on mission to make Christ 
known 
 
We donʼt just have a huge opportunity, we have a huge responsibility.  (sharing with the world, yet 
80% of Americans donʼt even have passports…we have a limited worldview) 
 
Eugene McCarthy, once the darling of the New Left, also said it well, 
"Being in politics is like being a football coach; you have to be 
smart enough to understand the game, and dumb enough to think it's 
important." 
 
Dr. Samuel Weinstein, chief of pediatric cardiothoracic surgery at montefiore med center in Bronx,  
may 2006 he traveled to El Salvador with Heart Care International to operate on needy children.  8 
year old Francisco Fernandez.  12 hours into operation, too much bleeding,  he had a rare blood 
type.  B negative.  Only 2% of the world.  Dr. Weinstein gave away his own blood, 20 minutes later, 
went back to the surgery.  Watched his own blood flow through little franciscoʼs veins. 
 
"The company is not a family: Itʼs a team. In a family, when someone isnʼt pulling his or her weight, 
theyʼre not out of the family. But in a high-performance team, everyone has to pull their weight if they 
expect to stay on the team. Everything is under the microscope. Everything is subject to review. And 
that means people get developed. In that environment you canʼt not develop. You canʼt just sit there 
or you will atrophy and fail." 
 
Robert W. Lane, President and CEO of John Deere as quoted on Deere.com (April 2006) 
 
We remember... 



10% of what we read, 
20% of what we hear, 
30% of what we see, 
40% of what we do and 
100% of what we feel.    
- Dr. Karl Pribram 
 
The first problem is the problem. The second problem is your inability to admit the problem, talk 
about the problem and ask for help in solving the problem. The first problem is that your customer 
service is lousy, you are an alcoholic, your products are boring, you don't treat your employees well. 
None of those problems are going to go away. None will go away, that is, if you don't acknowledge 
them, clearly and loudly and often. And ask for help. - Seth Godin 
 
"So this isn't about having to bribe people into paying attention by sexing things up with graphics, 
sound, or shock. This is about helping the mind and the brain agree on what's worth paying attention 
to. And if you want it to be you, then you better be the most provocative and interesting thing in their 
environment." - kathy sierra 
 
who will say yes when you invite them? 
 
1. Friends & Family - These are people that will say "yes" just because they like you and know it is 
important to you. I would not let that stop you from inviting them; if they will come who knows what 
God might do.  Invite them to church and then out for dinner or more fun afterwords.  You should 
definitely invite them. 
 
2. Seekers & Searchers - These are the people that are spiritually searching and are very open to 
talking about God, religion and faith.  These people don't claim to have the answers but really want 
to figure it out.  We are doing a series on relationship and most all seekers and searchers are 
surprised to learn how God can help them in this most important area of life.  Now is a great time to 
invite them.  
 
3. Hurting & Needy - These are the people who have recently gone through a loss.  They may have 
recently gone through a divorce, had a big job change, experienced the death of someone near them 
or some other tragedy that left them hurting and needing help.  They are looking at the whole world 
differently than ever before and are open to ideas that before were unacceptable.  You know 
someone like this right now...invite them. 
 
4. Divine Appointments - These are the people that God has almost supernaturally put into your life.  
The only reason that your path crossed with this persons path is because God set up a divine 
appointment and he wants you to share Jesus with this person.  If God has put one of these people 
in your life, invite them this series! 
 
tim stevens on pop culutre:  ignore it, separate from it, condemn it, embrace it, or leverage it. 
 
most people feel like a paper plate, use it and throw it away.  to god, youʼre china.  great care in 
washing. 
 
* Be Visual. Pictures are more important to the brain than words, and unless you've already got their 
attention and are a good enough writer to paint pictures in their head, you'll do better with visuals. 
The more stimulating the better. Even graphs and charts are a huge help... it doesn't have to be 
pictures of naked women (although that would work, of course. Just try to get past a rack of men's 



  
magazines (without the "protective covers") without at least a glance. Your brain can't help it, so let 
yourself off the hook ; ) 
 
* Be Different--Break Patterns and Expectations. As long as we're doing what everyone else is doing 
(or what we have always done), the brain can relax and think, "Nothing new here... whew... what a 
relief, that means I can now go back to scanning for something that is". Ways to be different include 
doing the opposite of what you normally do, or doing something expected in a different domain, but 
which is wildly unique in yours. 
 
* Be Daring. You know the story on this one--being safe is often incompatible with being provocative. 
 
* Change Things Regularly. This is about continually breaking your own patterns. Consistently 
shaking things up whether it's look and feel of your website to the product itself. (Obviously the 
definition of "regularly" and "things" varies dramatically depending on the type of product or service. 
MySpace can change daily to the delight of its core audience, while a financial app better keep its UI 
stable for a much longer time and find something else to change regularly (like the website, tutorial 
style, or online forums). 
 
* Inspire Curiosity. Humans often find puzzles and even questions irresistible. Just try to walk by a 
TV playing a quiz show and not think about the answer to the question you heard walking by. How 
many times have you watched to the end of a movie you didn't particularly like, just because you had 
to find out how the story ends? Our legacy brains love curiosity because it usually means more 
learning. (FYI - my horse finds orange traffic cones irresistible) 
 
* Pose a Challenge. The level and nature of the challenge work only if they're within boundaries that 
work for your audience, of course. Ask me to solve a calculus problem and I'll keep on walking. Ask 
my co-author Bert, and he'll find it impossible to do anything else but work on it. 
 
* Be Controversial and Committed. Take a stand. Mediocrity is not a formula for holding attention. 
 
* Be Fun. Remember, brains love fun because fun=play, and play=practicing-to-survive. (And as 
we've said many times here, fun does not have to mean funny. Chess can be fun but isn't funny. 
Except when I play.) 
 
* Be Stimulating. Be Exciting. Be Seductive. Keep in mind that seduction does not have to mean 
sexual. A good storyteller can seduce me into sticking with the story. A good teacher can seduce me 
into learning. A good software app can seduce me into getting better and better. 
 
* Help them have Hi-Res Experiences. This gets back to the notion of being-better-is-better. The 
more your users know and can do, the higher resolution experience they have. Whatever you can do 
to give them more expertise will help keep them interested in wanting to know and do more. But they 
need to be up the skill curve a ways before this really kicks in, so we must do whatever we can to 
help get new users past the rough spots (i.e. the "suck threshold"). 
 
westridge attendance averages 
 
year one monthly averages 
sept 173 
oct 153 
nov 161 
dec 147 
jan 187 
feb 229 



mar 240 
ap 267 
may 262 
june 248 
july 274 
aug 299 
 
A recent U. S. census revealed that a majority of Americans used a shoe to drive a nail into a wall. 
But why would they do that? Surely no shoe designer or manufacturer whoever lived had this usage 
in mind. Shoes are for walking, not pounding nails. Actually the mystery deepens, as the same 
census also discovered 95% of those households polled had at least one or two hammers. So why 
the first object and not the second? The answer of course is simple indeed—a shoe was always 
available, the hammer was not! 
 
on contemporary worship music... “there are several reasons for opposing it.  one, its too new.  two, 
itʼs often worldly and even blasphemous.  the new christian music is not as pleasant as the more 
established style. because there are so many new songs, you canʼt learn them all.  it puts too much 
emphasis on instrumental music rather than godly lyrics.   this new music creates disturbances 
making act indecently and disorderly.   the preceding generation got along without it.  itʼs a money 
making scene and some of these new music upstarts are lewd and loose.” - a pastor attacking isaac 
watts in 1723. 
 
great illustration:  losing a child in a store, helpless feeling of wanting to find.  other people helping by 
calling out kids name.  parent doesnʼt want a manager coming over offering a 50% discount...the 
most helpful thing they could do is find the lost kid.   
 
It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the 
doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man in the arena, whose face 
is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly... who knows the great enthusiasms, 
the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the 
triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so 
that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who have never known neither victory 
nor defeat. ~ Teddy Roosevelt 
 
Consumer Christianity thoughts from “All we like sheep” Skye Jethani, Leadership Magazine, 
summer 06:  Weʼve made a transition as a culture from lord to label.  Consuming is not all bad…we 
must eat, drink and consume things to live.  The problem is not consuming to live, itʼs living to 
consume.  Our identity can easily become the clothes we wear, car you drive…the things we use.  
Christianity can become a brand rather than a worldview.  Itʼs a brand of religion that helps express 
our identity.  We feed that need by consuming Christian products…instead of shopping at Wal Mart, 
we hit up the Christian bookstore or stick a fish on it.  Itʼs got to be about more than just adding 
Jesus to the schedule.    There is a value in shared experience.  Consider that Starbucks literally has 
20,000 options, personal choice becomes of prime importance.  Pastors become religious baristas 
giving people their choice of custom discipleship the same way they would customize a playlist.   
God is not a commodity. 
 
Most people donʼt work to put food on the table, but to eat on a fancier plate. 
 
Let your wife worry about you clothes. Buy books and study. We donʼt need any more well-dressed, 
hip, funny, heretics. Who cares how you say it if what youʼre saying is wrong? – Matt Chandler 
 
Leadership levels:  1.  You do for me.  2.  You think with me.  3.  You think for me. 
 



  
The back yard – the people cooking out.  They donʼt have time for church.  Thereʼs little value. 
The back door – the people walking out (people donʼt necessarily stay because of what they like, but 
who they know and what they do).  They tried, but they didnʼt like. 
The front door – the people checking it out (our weekend service) 
The living room – the people living it out (our small groups) 
 
We need roads, sidewalks, trails and paths to move people from the back yard, through the front 
door, into the living yard, and back out into the yard. 
 
"It is not great talents God blesses so much as likeness to Jesus.  A holy minister is an awful 
weapon in the hand of God." - C.H. Spurgeon in Lectures to My Students 
 
To turn prospects into visitors 
To turn visitors into regulars 
To turn regulars into participants 
To turn participants into partners 
To turn partners into apprentices 
To turn apprentices into leaders 
 
Salt and light - most of sharing faith or evangelism falls into one of these categories. 
 

salt - relational.  itʼs a preservative, flavoring, being in the world 
light - confrontational.  say something, intentional conversations 
 
still necessary to speak up, people are not going to watch your moderately good life and want 
to fall down and worship God.  share Jesus early, and then let the relationship back up what 
you said (not the other way around)  you have to be intentional.  Light – culture tells us that 
religion is a private matter, biggest reason we donʼt say anything is fear, donʼt say no FOR 
people.  When we do say something, because of our tolerant culture, weʼre too apologetic for 
what we believe.  Let the truth speak for itself.  Do we really believe this is the ONLY way? 

 
“Iʼm dying in 15 minutes and donʼt have time to go to church, call a priest, etc…what do I need to 
know or do right now to get to heaven?”  what are the basics?  the bible is the word of God?  Jesus 
was God.  Virgin birth?   Youʼre a sinner? 
 
85% of movie actors earn less than $5,000 a year from acting! 
 
American Christianity:  we have lost some of the mystery, big picture faith is painted by famous 
Christians, weʼre skeptical of organized religion, we think people want something. 
Today, we hear somebody and immediately try and categorize them...Charismatic, Baptist, what kind 
of church are you.  People tried to do that to Jesus...is this guy a zealot, etc? 
 
Repaint:  what does it really mean to be a part of the kingdom of God.  Matthew 5. 
 
The Bible in a nutshell:  God made, Adam bit, Noah arked, Abraham split, Joseph ruled, Jacob 
fooled, bush talked, Moses balked; Pharoah plagued, people walked. Sea divided, tablets guided, 
promise landed. Saul freaked, David peeked, prophets warned, Jesus born. God walked, love talked, 
anger crucified, hope died. Love rose, Spirit flamed, word spread, God remained. 
 
So what is the number one mistake that most preachers and communicators make?  They don't 
hook their congregation/audience.  Now, don't rush past that comment.  I just said something 
incredibly profound that could change the impact of your preaching/communicating forever (and all of 



the changed lives that go with it)!  In other words, most preachers/communicators tend to assume 
that people want to listen to them.  So they just dig in to their (catch the pronoun) material.  Bad 
decision.  The focus is all wrong.  The assumption is, I have a message to give and you need to 
listen to it. 
 
In 1986 British Airways ran a promotion to give away 5,200 seats for travel on June 10th. Virgin 
Atlantic Airways ran ads that said, “ It has always been Virgin's policy to encourage you to fly to 
London for as little as possible. So on June 10 we encourage you to fly British Airways.” The British 
Airways promotion generated a lot of news coverage, but most of the news coverage also included a 
mention Virgin's funny ad. It cost British Airways a lot more than Virgin to get this coverage. 
 
A research company surveyed 750 white-collar worker around the United States. The research 
showed that 81 percent of the people believed that casual dress improved morale; 47 percent 
believed that it increased productivity; 46 percent said they considered casual dress as a attraction 
to work for a company that permitted it, and only 4 percent thought a casual-dress standard would 
have a negative impact. When Levi Strauss found out about the study, it let thousands of 
publications know about it. The company also even put in a toll-free hotline to help companies 
implement a casual dress standard. Guess who was sure to benefit from greater knowledge of this 
study? Levi Strauss, of course, because of its Dockers line of clothing. 
 
A Goodyear store in Chattanooga, Tennessee faced a predicament: it wanted to put up two 
Goodyear signs. However, the local law stipulated a one-sign limit. Undaunted, the store manager 
spelled out Goodyear in marigolds in a flower bed. The city inspector considered this a violation, but 
the public supported the store, so the city government backed off. 
 
An electrician with only one truck was constantly razzed by his competition because his company 
was so small. To fake them out, he finally painted three different truck numbers on the right, left, and 
rear of the truck. 
 
International Harvester couldn't get steel to its factory in Melrose Park, Illinois because of a 
truckdriver's union strike. The company couldn't use non-union labor because of snipers on the 
freeway. Finally, the company rented school buses and dressed drivers as nuns, loaded the buses 
with steel, and made the deliveries. No one would shoot at school buses driven by nuns, right?  
 
An embarrassed charter school has discovered it booked the wrong Jon Stewart for its annual gala. 
The DaVinci Academy thought it had made a deal with comedian Jon Stewart, star of "The Daily 
Show" and host of this year's Academy Awards, to appear next week. 
 
It sent out 500 invitations to businesses and planned for 900 people. But last week, it learned that it 
had booked Jon A. Stewart, a former motivational speaker, businessman and part-time professional 
wrestler from Chicago.  School leaders said that earlier in the year they had sent out invitations to a 
number of celebrities, speakers and authors for the school's annual benefit dinner. A Stewart had 
responded, and through months of discussion there was no indication that they had not booked the 
Stewart they wanted, officials said. 
 
Quote from a blog:  I attended a Beth Moore event about two years ago. I didn't know much about 
Beth but knew she was very popular among the women I know. She used The Message Bible the 
entire time. The whole thing felt creepy. When I went home, I told my sister that I could almost 
literally feel demonic activity around me. I attributed this to her use of The Message. I have a friend 
who recently attended an event and she told me Beth did not use The Message at all. I was glad to 
hear that. 
 
All Group and Small Group. – Ben Arment 



  
 

Let me share a controversial conviction I have:  A pastorʼs job is not to preach. 
Preaching is a tool in his tool bag in service to his main job. A pastorʼs job is not 
to visit and counsel with people, though he may find himself doing that a lot. 
 
A pastorʼs job is to disciple. The gifts heʼs been given are not themselves a job 
description. His job description is to help people to grow spiritually. A sermon is 
sometimes a good tool to disciple people. Jesusʼ Sermon on the Mount outlined 
his philosophy of ministry. Stephenʼs sermon was a transition point for the early 
church. Many people come to faith because of the convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit through the sermon. 
 
But an every-Sunday sermon time is often a counterproductive tool bloating 
congregations with more information for which they are not held accountable, 
effectively making them more and more hypocritical, the inverse of a 
discipleship process. 
 
Instead, pastors should be working with individual congregation members 
(focusing on those who want to grow, beginning with the elders), becoming 
aware of what they need to grow and helping them overcome the obstacles 
inhibiting their growth process (and yes, very often that may include preaching). 
– Seth Barnes 

 
John F. Kennedy said that the enemy of truth is not the lie, but the persistent, persuasive, and 
unrealistic myth. 
 
Percentage of McDonald's franchises that did not sell a hamburger last year: 0% 
Percentage of Ace Hardware Stores that did not sell a hammer last year: 0% 
Percentage of Kaybee Toy Stores that did not sell a toy last year: 0% 
Percentage of Salvation Army Outlets that did not help a needy person last year: 0% 
Percentage of State Universities that did not educate a student last year: 0% 
Percentage of airlines that did not fly a plane last year: 0% 
Percentage of Wal Mart's that did not sell merchandise last year: 0% 
Percentage of Methodist Churches that did not receive a member by profession of faith last year: 
43% 
 
Erwin McManus:  our goal is pastors is not to feed people on Sunday, itʼs to make them hungry.  If 
my people are depending on me to feed them, the will starve. 
 
Lady that called Oak Leaf looking for a church.  Had been to 7 different churches and couldnʼt find 
one she liked.  “If we like whatʼs going on, weʼll get involved,” in her e-mail.  Didnʼt go back to one 
because her kid cried in the nursery.  Didnʼt like the December missions emphasis at one.  Didnʼt like 
all the messages about salvation at another, or the pastor telling her what to do.  In my 30 minutes, 
she was so customer-driven about her search for a church. 
 
    So, the first impression I had as I drove into WCCC (Bill Hybelʼs megachurch in South Barrington, 
IL) was the parking lot. And how it was full. On a Wednesday night. I went inside the building.  Iʼve 
never heard of a church with escalators… when I entered the auditorium, I realized I hadnʼt seen that 
many white people in one place in a *long* time. 
 
    I watched Pastor Randy Frazee give a sermon on a section of Luke, when Christ ressurected the 
“widowʼs son.” While I didnʼt think any of that was actually true (Either it didnʼt happen, or the son 
was never really dead), I was still captivated by the way Frazee spoke. He spoke (digressed?) about 



his mother and how she had been sick, and how she later died, even though he had prayed as much 
as he could to keep her alive. It was a powerful speech. And I felt sorry that he had to go through all 
that.  In the end, he managed to relate it back to the part of the scripture.  Again, I donʼt believe the 
prayers did anything, but I understand how a son would do anything he could to help keep his 
mother alive. 
 
    I was surprised he had me listening so attentively. I know the sermon could very easily have been 
boring. After he finished, a small 4-person band sang many songs. The audience sang along.  I 
noticed many people who had their eyes closed, which didnʼt surprise me. What did surprise me was 
the whole “Hand up in the air as I sing for Jesus” gesture.  Which was followed by the “Iʼm going to 
out-Jesufy you and put two hands up in the air as I sing for Jesus” gesture. I donʼt get that. 
Regardless, the music was good. 
 
    The megachurch had everything seemingly taken care of. From my vantage point, there were 4 
huge television screens to watch the service. (There were many more everywhere else in the 
building.) When Frazee recited scripture, it was up on the screen.  The broadcasting-aspect of the 
service was extremely professional. There was a soundproof area in the back where people with 
crying babies could listen to the service. There was a sign-language section. A separate 
handicapped section. Outside the auditorium, there was a cafe, another cafeteria, a bookstore, a 
prayer room… It was impressive. Itʼs not hard to see how people could spend their whole lives *in* 
this church. And I can understand why itʼs so popular.  But just because something is popular 
doesnʼt make it right (see below). 
 
    I was curious how much money they took in.  According to the pamphlet I was given, they made 
nearly $500,000 in the past week. And over $2,000,000 since the year began. 
 
    They also had job postings for the church. (Atheists donʼt have this system down. Itʼs difficult to 
have a career being an Atheist.  It wouldnʼt be hard here, though, if I wanted to work full time as a 
Christian.) What bothered me was they asked company owners and hiring managers to post job 
openings on their “Job Connection” board. Theyʼre asking bosses to hire people simply based on the 
fact that theyʼre Christian… which, if these bosses work outside the church, seems illegal to me. 
 
    Iʼll admit that if I were to convert, it would have to be at a place like this. They drew me in, and Iʼm 
not even a believer.  They discarded the numerous rituals I expect to see at other churches. The 
sermon was interesting, and the activities that they hold would certainly be entertaining (e.g. A 
lecture called “Whoʼs Your Daddy?  Adam or Ape?”) However, the whole idea that a church of this 
size would be promoting Intelligent Design and non-scientific theories about the Earthʼs origins 
scares me. Because if theyʼre doing it, the other megachurches are doing it. And if theyʼre all doing it, 
theyʼre rallying an army of millions of people who donʼt know how science works against the precious 
minority who do. Frightening. 
 
    One funny point: As soon as the sermon ended and the singing began, I could see a good number 
of people begin to leave.  Itʼs like they were at a sports game and the final score was already 
decided. They wanted to leave early to avoid the traffic. I didnʼt know that was permitted at church. 
 
    – Hemant 
 
Many Christians think that they are winners because they are on the winning team.  They are not.  
They are losers.  Most Christians are losers.  Every now and then we get a cool person (rich, 
celebrity etc.) but for the most part God looks down at us and thinks I made the universe and you 
made a sandwhich.  But God chooses us because he loves us not because we are a winner.  He did 
not pick us because we are 1st round draft choices, but in spite of the fact that we are losers. He 
picked us because he is nice - that is grace. – Mark Driscoll 



  
 
1. People don't care about the church database. 
2. People aren't motivated by your need. They're motivated by theirs. 
3. People donʼt care about their next step until they know they're valued where they are now. 
4. People don't know who you are, no matter how long you've been around the church. 
5. People multi-task and can't remember squat. 
6. People are turned off by lack of preparation. 
7. People relate when you talk about them or people like them. 
8. People feel left out and frustrated when you use insider's language. 
9. People aren't impressed with your theological vocabulary and holy dialect. 
10. People love stories not lectures 
11. People shut down when your message sounds like a scolding. 
 
"The Bible is not an end in itself, but a means to bring men to an intimate and satisfying 
knowledge of God, that they may enter into Him, that they may delight in His Presence, may 
taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God Himself in the core and center of their 
hearts. "    ~A. W. Tozer, Pursuit of God  
 
An artist who chained his legs together to draw a picture of the image hopped 12 hours through the 
desert after realizing he lost the key and couldn't unlock the restraints, authorities said Wednesday. 
Trevor Corneliusien, 26, tightly wrapped and locked a long, thick chain around his bare ankles 
Tuesday while camping in an abandoned mine shaft about five miles north of Baker, San Bernardino 
County sheriff's Deputy Ryan Ford said. 
"It took him over 12 hours because he had to hop through boulders and sand," Ford said. "He did put 
on his shoes before hopping." The artist, who is from the area, often sketched images inside mines 
in the Southwest. He had finished his drawing Tuesday when he realized he didn't have the key. 
Corneliusien finally made it to a gas station and called the sheriff's department, which sent 
paramedics and deputies with bolt cutters. His legs were bruised but he was otherwise in good 
health, Ford said. 
 
A 44-year-old German businessman whose digital camera was stolen at a restaurant was relieved 
when he managed to buy exactly the same model on the eBay Internet auction site to match his 
accessories.  But he became suspicious when it emerged the seller came from his home town. It 
proved to be the same camera. 
 
A Manhattan man's holiday spirits soared to celestial heights Friday when a judge gave him 
permission to change his name to Jesus Christ. Jose Luis Espinal, 42, of Washington Heights, said 
he was "happy" and "grateful" that the judge approved the change, effective immediately. Espinal 
said he was moved to seek the name change about a year ago when it dawned on him, "I am the 
person that is that name." Espinal, who acted as his own lawyer, got the change approved by 
Manhattan Civil Court Judge Diane Lebedeff, who said she was "satisfied that this application is 
neither novel, nor would granting it pose practical problems." 
 
It was a conversation stopper. A lovers' dispute over a cell phone took a serious turn early Friday 
morning when the woman ended the spat by swallowing the phone whole.  Police said they received 
a call at 4:52 a.m. from a man who said his girlfriend was having trouble breathing. When they 
arrived at the house they found the 24-year-old woman had a cell phone lodged in her throat.  "He 
wanted the phone and she wouldn't give it to him, so she attempted to swallow it," Detective Sgt. 
Steve Decker of the Blue Springs Police Department. "She just put the entire phone in her mouth so 
he couldn't get it." "This is the first I've heard of this happening," said Decker. "I don't know what kind 
of phone it was. I don't know if it was on ring or vibrate, either." 
 



According to Professor John Robinson of the Universtiy of Maryland*, the average American 
spends... 
 
    * 7.9 hours each day sleeping 
    * 5.5 hours working 
    * 2.3 hours watching TV 
    * 1 hour eating 
    * 49 minutes washing and grooming 
    * 47 minutes visiting (by phone and in person) 
    * 10 minutes relaxing and thinking 
    * 7 minutes on religious practice 
*as reported in Money Magazine, January 2006, pg 88 
 
$$ stashed away…you didnʼt know you had.  Is like truth in the bible that you didnʼt know was there. 
 
The longer we are Christians the more we accept that the bible is godʼs word, but the less and less 
we listen to it. 
 
1. Ziploc Bags -- are Male, because they hold everything in, but you can see right through them. 
2. Copiers -- are Female, because once turned off, it takes a while to warm them up again. It's an 
effective reproductive device if the right buttons are pushed, but can wreak havoc if the wrong 
buttons are pushed. 
3. Tires -- are Male, because they go bald and are often over-inflated. 
4. Sponges -- are Female, because they're soft, squeezable and retain water. 
5. Hot Air Balloons -- are Male, because, to get them to go anywhere, you have to light a fire under it, 
and of course, there's the hot air part. 
6. Web Pages -- are Female, because they're always getting hit on. 
7. Subways -- are Male, because they use the same old lines to pick people up. 
8. Hourglasses -- are Female, because over time, the weight shifts to the bottom. 
 
"We've become astonishingly picky. Picky about what we buy and picky about what we watch and 
picky about what we read. In a world where there's a lot of clutter and where everything is good 
enough, most of the time we just pick the stuff that's close or cheap or familiar. But when it's 
something we care about, we go to enormous lengths to find the very best." -Seth Godin 

That went over like a pregnant pole vaulter. 
 
Splitting hairs…the brain surgeon who won the contest, split a hair long ways 400 times. 
 
God has met your great-great grandchildren. 
 
Kids holding on to clothes that donʼt fit and cheap, useless McDonalds toys – adults holding on to 
secret sins.  We need to give these things to God. 
 
In the UK, a company is selling spray on mud for yuppie suv owners, $14.50 a bottle.  Application:  
People want the look without the work; People want the feeling without the commitment. 
 

WAUKESHA, Wis. - A 48-year-old woman has been ordered to undergo a mental 
examination after authorities said she had more than 250 cats in squalid conditions at 
a home she rented. Margaret Sue Jamel made her initial appearance Monday in 
Waukesha County Circuit Court on charges that say 193 live and 65 dead cats were 
taken from the home Friday by Humane Animal Welfare Society personnel and the 



  
Dousman Fire Department. The request for the competency examination came from 
Waukesha County Assistant District Attorney Mark Powers. Defense lawyer Theodore 
Mazza did not object. A hearing was scheduled for June 23 on the results of the 
examination. 
 
Jamel was ordered released on a signature bond that forbids her from possessing 
any animals without supervision by animal welfare officers. She was also ordered to 
submit to an inspection enabling authorities to verify she follows that requirement. 
Powers told Court Commissioner Martin Binn that Jamel was in the process of 
surrendering control of the seized surviving animals so they can be put up for 
adoption. The criminal complaint said authorities were summoned to the home Friday 
by We Energies personnel who had been sent to the house to disconnect its power 
supply. The utility crew reported seeing numerous cats through the windows and 
smelling a powerful stench 

 
Two people have been left with severe burns after their home-made Star Wars light sabre exploded 
and showered them in petrol. Mark Webb and Shelley Mandiville are thought to have filled a 
fluorescent tube with fuel to imitate the screen weapon. But their clothing caught fire during the mock 
fight in woodland near Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, leaving Mr Webb with 40% burns. 
Police said both he and Ms Mandiville, 17, were in a critical condition in hospital in Chelmsford, 
Essex. A spokesman said fire crews called to the woodland found the pair on the ground. 
Police think they had been filming themselves at the time. 
 
Ok this isn't a youth that said this but a friend of mine who was teaching. He was talking to the boys 
about masturbation and was trying to get his point across. In a very serious and passionate way he 
looked at the guys and told them..."Seriously guys masturbation is something we gotta get a hold of." 
 
I was baptizing a kid who had accepted Christ the previous week. He was a kid who had a rough 
background, and was oh so very unchurched. I asked him, before baptizing him, "(his name), have 
you given yourself completely to Christ?"He responded, "H... yeah!" After controlling my urge to 
laugh hysterically, I quickly dunked him, before he could think of another 4-letter description of his 
conversion. And then, God Bless him, my pastor said loudly, "AMEN!"  At that point, my opinions for 
sainthood for non-catholic Christians was modified. The pastor said in his sermon later, "Isn't it great 
when someone is so changed they find faking it to be an impossible task?" 
 
I have seen youthworkers all but slit their wrists over a sense of failure when they have a flock that is 
worthy of keeping at a size of integrity. I will always sacrifice the attendance of 100 for the needs of 
the two lost sheep who really need to be found. I feel many of our ministries are placed up against 
groups the size of which have lost touch with what ministry is. Their lazer-lights and trendy small 
groups with t-shirt logos and praise band entertainment have lost youth in a world of amusement and 
will later lose youth in spiritual boredom, as they realize there's more to life than this crap. – post at 
YS 
 
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate; our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond 
measure. It is out light, not out darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, who am i to be 
brilliant, gorgeous, talented, and fabulous, actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. 
Your playing small doesn't serve the world. There's nothing enlightened about shrinking so other 
people wont feel insecure around you. We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within 
us. Its not just in some of us, it is in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously 
give other people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence 
automatically liberates others. -Nelson Mandela 



 
A Hong Kong hiker washed her face in a freshwater stream, not noticing that leech had wormed its 
way into one of her nostrils, according to the Hong Kong Medical Journal.  Unaware she was playing 
host to the creature, the 55-year-old woman only consulted a doctor when her nose started bleeding 
intermittently about two weeks later. The unusual case occurred in 2003 but doctors highlighted it in 
this month's edition of the journal, where they discussed how to remove live leeches from human 
nasal passages using anesthesia. The first doctor the woman saw could not find anything wrong and 
it was only when she visited a second doctor that he saw the five-centimeter (two-inch) leech 
peeking out of her left nostril. According to the article, doctors only managed to remove the stubborn 
bloodsucker with forceps after applying anesthesia to the woman's nose. "Direct removal of a live 
leech might be difficult because of its powerful attachment to the mucosa and its slimy and mobile 
body," the journal said. 
 
Due to an inspired bout of spring cleaning, I have in my possession a LARGE quantity of wire 
hangers. Probably 30 or 40, maybe more.  Best of all, this lot of wire hangers is FREE FREE FREE!! 
All you have to do is pick them up in Hoboken. If no one claims them in 48 hours, they're going to my 
local dry cleaner's place.  P.S. I'm funny, tall, single, male and have a good job. If you would like to 
date me, you can do that, as well. You don't even have to take the hangers. 
 
a visitor to New York's Museum of Modern Art has probably thought, "I could do that."  A British 
graffiti artist who goes by the name "Banksy" went one step further, by smuggling in his own picture 
of a soup can and hanging it on a wall, where it stayed for more than three days earlier this month 
before anybody noticed. The prank was part of a coordinated plan to infiltrate four of New York's top 
museums on a single day. 
 
It  doesnʼt seem like ten years, but we will celebrate the tenth anniversary of Oneighty this fall. I had 
no idea back in  1995 that the changes I made in our local church would be so  influential elsewhere. 
Oneighty has affected churches of every  denomination throughout the whole country. In the fall of 
2004, I made some serious cutbacks in our Oneighty  program because we had drifted from our 
original purpose. The  popularity of our Wednesday services had grown to such an extent  that 
hundreds of kids began to come to our services just to hang  out. We had them in our building 
physically, but we were not  seeing the spiritual turnaround that is the essence of Oneighty.  We had 
so many discipline problems that anointed services became  impossible to conduct. It broke my 
heart, but I suspended the outreaches and laid down tough new rules for the kids who wanted  to 
come. As a result, our numbers dropped dramatically, and many  of the churches who have followed 
us lost faith in our program. Our services are better  than they have ever been, and our own church 
kids are able to  go to youth meetings without being subjected to fights, temptation, and intimidation. 
My church family has rejoiced over our changes,  and we have added a thousand people per week 
during the same  period. They are my first consideration. – Willie George 
 
Spiritual gage 
Physical gage 
Emotional gage 
 
// how do you gage success in people? 
// are we honestly evaluating effectiveness of our programs year in and year out? 
 
Conversation with starbucks district manager as I was reading howard shultʼz book:  asked me why I 
came to starbucks from springdale.  People come for the coffee, enjoy it for the experience, and 
come back because of the connection.  Donʼt motivate people (get them to do it for you) but inspire 
them (get them do it for themselves).  The employee that makes the least is the most important in 
our company.  People are important.  In the office, even the tech guys are partners – call them 
anytime and they will be right there to help.  Immersion – potential senior vp spends 8 weeks 



  
working in a store, with people, with staff, cleaning floors, etc. 
 
SEATTLE (Reuters) -  There's more to a kiss than meets the lips, as couples are learning at a 
kissing school in Seattle. Psychotherapist Cherie Byrd, 56, got the idea for teaching kissing classes 
while dating a man who was a horrible kisser."  Yuck. He was clumsy, unskilled and half-hearted," 
Byrd said. "I told him if he wanted the relationship to continue he had to let me teach him to kiss."  
The boyfriend didn't last, but Byrd, a self-described "luscious kisser," said that gave her the idea to 
teach the art and craft of kissing to other couples. Since 1998, more than 500 couples have paid 
$275 to learn Byrd's secrets for giving or receiving a passionate kiss. 
   
United Airlines commercial // President walks into a nervous boardroom and says “One of our 
longest customers fired us this morning.  He said he didnʼt know us anymore.  So weʼre going to go 
visit every one of our customers face to face.”  “But thatʼs got to be hundreds of cities.”  “I donʼt care.”  
A lady comes in and starts passing out plane tickets to everybody.  The guy walks out with a ticket in 
his back pocket, heading out to see that customer.  Voice over: “If your company wants to give more 
than lip service to itʼs customers…then fly United.”  Itʼs about people. 
 
Inc. Magazine, 1996:  Gentleman walked into a bank but teller told him the person that handled that 
transaction was not available.  Would not validate parking because bank policy didnʼt permit that 
without customer making a transaction.  Man sought an exception.  “Iʼm sorry, but thatʼs our policy.” 
– John Akers, chairman of IMB then withdrew all $1.5 Million from his account. 
 
Leo Tolstoy “The Death of Ivan Ilyitch” – story of a man a few hours from death recounting his 
life…climbed political ranks, nice house, healthy child, well liked.  “It is as if all the time I were going 
down the mountain, while thinking that I was climbing it.”  Only at the end did he realize that he 
charted his life by a false measure of success.   
 
“The true worth of a man is measured by the objects he pursues.” – Marcus Aurelius 
 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge in “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” describes the thirty of guys on a 
stranded ship in windless, sunny seas “water, water everywhere [but not a] drop to drink”  The 
deeper people drink from this world, the thirstier they grow. 
 
2001-2003 Gallop polls show that mediocre companies tend to focus on fixing employees 
deficiencies so workers will be better with heir job descriptions.  Superior businesses focus on 
strengths, cultivating each employeeʼs natural abilities and building job descriptions around an 
individuals unique gifts. Ex: Beethoven comforting a friend after a death in the family by playing the 
piano. 
 
“I invent nothing.  I rediscover.” Auguste Rodin (The Thinker) 
“Whever you are, be all there.” – Jim Elliot 
 
Leo Buscaglia story:  old man next door – his wife passed away.  Mother told little boy to leave him 
alone.  He went over anyway.  “I told you to leave him alone…what were you doing.”  “I wasnʼt doing 
anything…I was just helping him cry.” 
 
SERVICE: Between 1866 and 1873, nearly 800 lepers exiled to Molokai.  Father Damien went there 
in 1864.  Began by helping them honor their deaths by building coffins and ensuring a ceremony.  
“We lepers.”  “I make myself a leper with the lepers to gain all to Jesus Christ.”  Died in 1899.  Buried 
there.  Years later, body returned home.  In 1936, people begged to have at least a part of his body 
in Molokai.  His right hand was returned to them. 
 
Clara Barton – first president of the Red Cross.  Civil war time:  “I may be compelled to face danger, 



but never fear it, and while our soldiers can stand and fight, I can stand and feed and nurse them” 
 
Jedd Medefind story: At age of 13, his dad took the car for a joyride and crashed into a creek.  Dad 
believed that he should pay the price.  In court, judge asked the boy how he pleaded.  Dad spoke up, 
“Your honor…WE did wrong.”  Father staked his tent with his son. 
 
McDonalds requires potential franchise owners to work behind the counters. 
 
Hudson Taylor – mid-1800ʼs.  adopted the Chinese way rather than try and minister from his English 
ways. 
 
SI discards over 25,000 photos for annual swimsuit issue.  That many donʼt make the cut! 
 
September 1939, Auschwitz.  Father Kolbe.  See p. 94 in Revolutionary Communicator. 
 
Dealing with confrontation // 

1.  Clarify your intention (goal: discover truth) 
2.  Begin with empathy 
3.  Is this a matter of taste or truth? 
4.  Clarify the issue. (down to 1 or 2 words)  
5.  Hold up the mirror. 
6.  Project the consequences. (what if itʼs uncorrected, who will it effect, how will it effect them, 

what does a good result look like) 
7.  Trust the Spirit to do His job.  You canʼt control what someone else thinks. 

 
 
The guys who brought their friend to Jesus…what it took. 
Imagination 
Motivation 
Determination “The most dangerous fighter is the man who is determined.” – Bruce Lee  
Cooperation 
They were driven by a burden for their friend.  See Romans 9:2-3 about Paulʼs burden. 
 
The sign on the toilet brush says it best: "Do not use for personal hygiene."  That admonition was the 
winner of an anti-lawsuit group's contest for the wackiest consumer warning label of the year. The 
sponsor, Michigan Lawsuit Abuse Watch, says the goal is "to reveal how lawsuits, and concern 
about lawsuits, have created a need for common sense warnings on products." The $500 first prize 
went to Ed Gyetvai, of Oldcastle, Ontario, who submitted the toilet-brush label. A $250 second prize 
went to Matt Johnson, of Naperville, Ill., for a label on a children's scooter that said, "This product 
moves when used." A $100 third prize went to Ann Marie Taylor, of Camden, S.C., who submitted a 
warning from a digital thermometer that said, "Once used rectally, the thermometer should not be 
used orally." 
 
An Albany man turned himself into police after seeing himself on TV news robbing a bank but was 
turned away by officers who told him to come back the next day, police said on Tuesday.  Albany 
resident Darrell Lewis, 40, surrendered to police hours after his Nov. 1 holdup of a downtown bank 
but was told to come back the next day to be arrested. Lewis went to a different station the following 
day and was charged with robbery, Albany police spokesman Jimmy Miller said. The incident has 
prompted an internal investigation.  
 
Adversity/suffering – God uses to increase testimony, advance the gospel.  Cancer patients listen to 
cancer survivors. Greater platform to speak, inspire courage in others.  Phil 1:12-18 



  
 
Jesus had to die because God is just.  Romans 3:23 and the following verses. 
Mercy – God waited on the payment 
Justice – god demanded the payment 
Grace – god made the payment 
how bad is my sin? Illus – 2 year old scratching the hood of a car with a stick 
 
Strategic service – hands and heart applied to a need.  Get involved where youʼre most 
needed (a kid hurting themselves), then pray about serving in your gift mix.  Itʼs not 
babysitting – itʼs dropping an anchor in a childʼs heart that they will never recover from and 
giving their parents an opportunity to focus on hearing God.  Illus: Acts, early church (w/no 
structure) choosing men to feed widows.  Result: doesnʼt say that the widows were happy, 
but that the gospel was spread 
 
Furniture you are not allowed to sit on…thatʼs not itʼs purpose.  Protecting something so much it 
becomes useless. 
 
“Everybody is ignorant, just on different subjects.” – Will Rogers 
 
1982 wisconsin playing mich state, 60000 fans watching home team lose…periodic cheering – 
people listening to the brewers playing in the world series.  Tuning into something different. 
 
Alvin Straight, 73 year old farmer in Iowa went 240 miles to visit brother who had a stroke…hooked a 
trailer to a lawnmower.  5 mph, 6 weeks to get there.  Thatʼs commitment. 
 
Babe ruth…most homeruns, most strikeouts. 
 
Man walking along beach in san fran found bottle, “I leave my entire estate to the one who finds this 
bottle.”  6 million upfront, and 80k a year after that…your name is already in a will worth more than 
that. 
 
Youʼre the man – to greg norman.  To tour rookie to sliced… “youʼre with the man.” 
 
If the world were 100 people…There would be: 
57 Asians  21 Europeans  14 from North and South America  8 Africans 
52 would be female 48 would be male 
70 would be nonwhite, 30 white 
59% of the entire world's wealth would belong to only 6 people and all 6 would be citizens of the 
United States 
80 would live in substandard housing  70 would be unable to read 50 would suffer from malnutrition 
1 would be near death 1 would be near birth  Only 1 would have a college education 
 
Donʼt neglect the important for the urgent. 
 
Godʼs blessing > growth 
Growth > change 
Change > conflict 
Conflict > opportunity or barrier 
 
Church ad for a youth pastor: “Our youth minister will not be required or allowed to lead an 
alternative contemporary service. We desires to incorporate youth into the main structures within the 
existing body and not create a secondary sub-culture of teens.  (website blocked) 



 
Invisible fence is self control.  Designed to keep you away from things that will hurt you. 
 
In February 2004, according to a New York Times report, songs from "White Album" by the band 
Sonic Youth were being listed for downloading on Apple's iTunes online store; included was 
"Silence," a 63-second cut consisting of no sound at all, for which fans were nonetheless expected to 
pay the regular iTunes price of 99 cents. 
 
A Texas woman heating fish sticks was shot in the leg by a gun that had been stashed in her oven, 
police said. Roxanne Perez, 29, was taken to a local hospital where she was in good condition, 
police said Friday. They said a friend of hers had hidden the .357 caliber handgun in the stove two 
weeks earlier without telling her after she told him no guns were allowed in her house. When Perez 
heated up the fish sticks she also heated up the gun, which caused several rounds to be fired. One 
hit her in the leg. No charges have been filed because the shooting was accidental, police said.  
Forgot where you put something, when something is in the wrong place 
 
Some assembly required…leftover pieces…filled out comment card and tore it up, mailed it back 
with the note some assembly required.   
 
Lords name in vain – Harry H Krishna, Buddha.   
Rudolphʼs nose like a laser sight.  Santa wears red to avoid all the hunters.  
 
Agnostic – we know that we donʼt know.  They didnʼt know something and they made a religion out of 
it.  Wish it worked in math.  Iʼm a mathnostic. 
 
“Todayʼs Christian will be judged more on the quality of their Christianity than on the truth of their 
claims.” – John Drane 
 
Current in the ocean leads you away from your entry point, “how did I get here.”  Possible to drift and 
not even realize it.   
 
Rowing the boat becomes irrevelant in the presence of Jesus.  Rather be in the storm with Jesus 
than safe in the boat.  Jesus might be running after you – you think youʼve been running after Jesus 
(busyness). Too busy for HIS good. Clear space first.  Ex: old Pittsburg steel mils had to be torn 
down.   
 
Processionary caterpillars – walked 7 days around a flower pot before falling to the ground.   
 
Mental flossing 
 
Qwertyiop – typewriter keyboard redesigned in 1880 – arranged the keys that way to slow 
people down.  They had been typing too fast and the keys were sticking. 
 
God spoke through a manʼs ass.  
 
“I come because you remember my name”   
 
Little girl to bus driver”  “Thatʼs my church.  I can find my way home from here.” 
 
Donʼt need 2nd hand faith, but first hand relationship.   
 
We all donʼt experience things the same way – it may not be recognized or validated by anyone else.   
 



  
I am useful but not indispensable….john the Baptist.  Making straight the path – these people would 
go before an important person and clear the road of rubble. 
 
Artists know that the source of light is important.  Rembrant always painted Jesus AS the light 
source. Van Gogh was kept out of the church because of his mental condition.  He painted lights 
everywhere except for the church.  Light was absent from the church.  No lights in windows.  In his 
last painting, 2 months before he killed himself, he painted a church with no light…also no way to get 
into the church. 
 
Tree in the garden…tree @ the end of revelation…we live between the trees.  Things now are not as 
they are intended to be.  Miracles – they are not an invasion of normal, maybe they are the normal 
and all THIS is not the normal.  Jesus spoke of restoration. 
 
1 Corinthians – clay pots.   Hidden cracks in pottery were filled with wax.  Buyer would hold up to the 
sun and the cracks would become visible. 
 
AS IS rack at the stores…slightly irregular, but if you want it, youʼve got to take it AS IS. No refunds, 
no exchanges.  Relationships with people come AS IS. 
 
The mapquest zoom in and zoom out feature…helpful to zoom out and see the big picture. 
 
You donʼt determine where to go by where not to go…if I was going to New York, then my plan 
shouldnʼt be DONʼT go to Atlanta.  Too many times, we tell people what NOT to do, not where TO go 
in their faith. 
 
Soda fountain – all the different religions…you take a little of this and mix it with a little of that, and 
how does it all taste.  Spiritual is not the same thing as Christian. 
 
The backpack zipup – youʼre done communicating, everyoneʼs checked out. 
 
When We Evaluate:  What did God do?  What did we do well?  What can we do better? 
 
Textperience – get inside the text.   
 
Better than a map:  Meeting Brian Andrews near the border and having him show me where to go in 
Mexico.  He told me bit by bit where to turn.  Similar to walking with Jesus and having him guide you 
 
Dead and didnʼt know it.  Sixth sense clip.  BUDAPEST - Police on Friday removed the corpse of a 
man believed to have hanged himself at least a year ago after builders and students at Budapest's 
University of Arts had initially mistaken it for a modern sculpture.  The body hung for a whole day in a 
garden building that had been re-opened for repairs before onlookers realized what it was and called 
the police, local media said. The building, in campus grounds crowded with different types of 
sculpture, had been closed five years ago pending reconstruction work. 
 
For an anniversary tribute to Sept. 11 victims, the city of Jersey City, N.J., planned to release a flock 
of doves at a downtown ceremony, but since officials waited until the last minute to order the doves, 
all suppliers were sold out. Jersey City wound up having to use pigeons (which had been caged 
most of their lives), and observers at the solemn ceremony were forced to witness the awkward birds 
smashing into office-building windows, plunging into the Hudson River and careening into the 
crowds. Some things are bad substitutes. 
 



The Lawrence, Mass., superintendent of schools, Wilfredo T. Laboy, failed for the third time the basic 
English proficiency test required of all teachers in the state -- a test which, after one of the failures, 
he had called "stupid." He passed on the fourth try. 
 
After Norm and Darlene Scott's Montana farm burned in 1996, they collected $75,000 from Mountain 
West Farm Bureau insurance but weren't satisfied and demanded more, finally getting another 
$52,500 in 1999. However, they wanted still more money and sued the company, claiming it was 
dealing with them in bad faith. In November 2003, a jury in Helena not only rejected the claim for 
more money but found that it was the Scotts who had started the fire, a finding that probably never 
would have been made had the Scotts quietly accepted the first $127,500. The statute of limitations 
prevents criminal charges against them, but the insurance company will sue to get its money back. 
 
In March, Ms. Madison West filed a $10 million lawsuit against Guilford County (N.C.) schools for 
allowing her son, Stephen Edwards, to take an elective course in physics when it was too difficult for 
him and then not allowing him to drop it when he realized he couldnʼt pass. West claims that the F on 
his transcript will hurt Stephenʼs chances of getting into Appalachian State University. 
 
Mark Hatterer became a local hero in York, Pa., in April, after he rescued Scottie, the Scottish terrier 
that had fallen into a septic tank. Hatterer wiped most of the muck from the unconscious dogʼs snout 
and gave mouth-to-mouth resuscitation until he came to. 
 
Brenda and Ronald Sager of Mount Pleasant Township, Pa., filed a lawsuit against Wal-Mart in 
January for their pain and suffering after a plastic grocery bag broke open and its contents fell on 
their toes. 
 
A Long Beach, Calif., cleaning crew forgot to lock up at a Bank of the West branch, and a customer 
had the whole place to himself when he came by on the Martin Luther King holiday, but he notified 
the police. 
 
Adam awoke to the face of God, the breath of god, the story of God (woke up on Day 6 when Godʼs 
story was in process…he was placed IN the story, he wasnʼt the story)  Adam= dirt man. 
Why are Christians so boring?  The church is taking a nap. 
 
Heb 4:12 – quick, powerful (let the Bible read you), sharp (cuts going in and out…do you have to say 
something or do you have something to say) 
 
Guy drilling hole in the bottom of the boat…”yea, but itʼs under my seat” – when one hurts, we all hurt 
 
Early Christians (Acts 19:23) were called followers of the  way – lived a certain way.  Ephesis – 
Artemas – main goddess, many breasted one…goddess of fertility.  She blessed your life, business, 
etc.  When you follow God, you have no idea where you might end up.  Paul wanted to go in there 
because he had something to say.  In Eph. 1:3, Paul doesnʼt even mention Artimis and 70 years 
after the story in Acts, Ephesis was 80% Christian. 
 
Cook Inlet – Alaska, glacial silt is worse than quicksand.  Woman stuck, fire dept and helicopter 
couldnʼt get her out.  Didnʼt pay attention to the signs.  In too deep. 
 
When you live 2 lives, you canʼt remember who youʼve lied to. 
 
95 year olds surveyed…what would you do over again.  1.  reflect more.  2. take more risks.  If youʼre 
not out on the limb, youʼre taking up too much room. 
 



  
Electric dog collar, guy wanted to see if it hurt and how far it was reaching.  Honk horn, wife would 
shock.  Car coming honking. 
 
Donʼt get in the pool slowly…jump in and make a splash.  Make ripples. 
 
Haiti – 18 year old missionary daughter of Mike Breaux.  Delivering a baby on the floor of a dirt hut 
with a voodoo witch doctor.  Didnʼt know what to do so she looked at her and sang “our god is an 
awesome God.”  She picked up her trinkets and left. 
 
A woman with an apparently insatiable sweet tooth stunned staff at a British shop when she bought 
more than 10,000 chocolate bars and had them loaded into her chauffeur-driven limousine. The 
woman asked staff at a north London Woolworths branch for every single Mars bar in stock -- 10,656 
of them packed in 220 boxes -- and paid for them in cash with 50 pound notes, a Woolworths 
spokesman said on Wednesday. The total bill was 2,131 pounds ($3,828) 


